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poverty, softness, restlessness, worldliness, the blunted
and impaired sense of truth, which reigned with little
check in the recognised fashions of professing Christian-
ity ; the want of depth both of thought and feeling;
the strange blindness to the real sternness, nay the
austerity, of the New Testament. ^ Out of this ground
the movement grew. Even more than a theological
reform, it was a protest against the loose unreality of
ordinary religious morality. In the first stage of the
movement, moral earnestness and enthusiasm gave its
impulse to theological interest and zeal.